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Scottish Society of Architect Artists, founded in 1987, aims to 
reinforce close relationships between art and architecture. We 
providing opportunities to display and sell artworks and encour-
age architects to continue developing their skills in visual arts.

The Society aims to offer members opportunities to enjoy an 
art based social and educational environment through organis-
ing ‘Paint and Pint days’, exhibitions and awards, tutored study 
seminars and/or life classes.

We enjoy affiliation with European architect artists and SSAA 
Members are invited to submit works and attend annual exhibi-
tions in France, Italy, Poland and Germany.

Scottish Society of Architect Artists

A well attended SSAA Life Workshop at the Leith School of Art produced a gal-
lery of interesting collage and mixed media works tutored by Kenneth le Riche.

Below: Founder of SSAA Hamish Haswell-Smith received his Honorary Fellowship 
from the Society’s patron HRH The Duke of Gloucester. 
below right: SSAA Pres. Bob Anderson addresses his easel at SSAA workshop.
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.......an inspiring ‘gathering’
SSAA Spring Exhibition “Ligne et Couleur” at The Dundas Street 
Gallery Edinburgh, opened on 5th April with the Society’s 2014 
AGM and our first informal “members’ gathering”. 

A larger number than usual convened for the AGM and grew 
throughout the afternoon as guest artists joined in.  Architect 
and Artist Felicity Bristow launched the afternoon proceedings 
by illustrating how her passion for sailing informed colours and 
textures in her early paintings.
Edinburgh based Russian architect-artist Natalia Misslin 
transformed the Dundas St Gallery with her team of manikins 
sporting stunning designer bridal wear. She noted that “ambition
reflects personality” and discussed her fascination with
transparency, layers and light fabric; and her enthusiasm for
“swing music” and the culture of the 1930’s. Her design work 
aims to express “what music looks like”.
Kate Downie RSA spoke passionately about her fondness for 
bridges and the immense delight of being suspended in space 
where it becomes possible to see the ‘impossible view’. A
scarey ‘selfie’ at the top of one Forth Bridge tower showed the 
artist’s courage and the sheer drama of the structure.

As the second exhibition of 2014, SSAA’s Spring ‘Ligne et 
Couleur’ had a very different character from the more spacious 
art centre venue at The Barony Centre, West Kilbride, in Decem-
ber and January. Careful curating and restriction on numbers 
here provided an uncluttered presentation which achieved 
commendable sales in excess of ten per cent of the exhibits. 

Artist Kate Downie reviewed exhibits and select Prize Winners:- 
Mick Duncan: SSAA Award 2014 for “the Best Group”; and
Chris Souter: The Donald Webster Prize for best work in show, 
“Seaside Showers, Hopeman”   

Above L: AGM and ‘Gathering’ at Dundas St Gallery April 2014 with fashion design by Natalie Misslin,
Above R: Architect and Artist Felicity Bristow inspired with tales of establishing her But’n’Ben Bindery.  
Below: The charming entrance to the SSAA Spring Exhibition 2014 in Dundas St Gallery Edinburgh



SSAA SUMMER EXHIBITION 2014 Robert Moodie, ‘On track’

As this Summer Ligne et Couleur’ Exhibition co-incides with the Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014, 
artists were invited to submit works on a theme of either ‘Glasgow’; The Commonwealth; or Games. 
Themed expositions are regular amongst our european colleagues but this was a first and quite a suc-
cessful effort for the Scottish group. Perhaps this paves the way for more regular contributions abroad? 



SSAA  SUMMER EXHIBITION 2014

Andrew Merrylees, Red Road (above)
Welcome to Another World (below)

Alan Cook,  Rangers Rugby



SSAA SUMMER EXHIBITION 2014

John Dunbar, ‘HEME’

Karen Cairns, ‘Sun setting over Nithsdale Rd’
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Andy Baxter, Highjump.

Andy Baxter, Golden Girl.
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Bob Anderson, ‘Try for a Try’

H Jurgen Gier, ‘Running’
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Michael Wolchover, ‘Gold, Silver, Bronze, Cartouche’.



Neil Ross, ‘Checking in’.



John Picken, ‘Stretch’.

John Picken, ‘Try or No Try’.
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Ian Spence, ‘Tay Haven’.



Peter Allam, The Mack.

SSAA SUMMER EXHIBITION 2014

David McNidder, Coloured Canoes, Canada.

Doug Stonelake, Govan Gold.



Ian Stuart Campbell, The Pipe Major.

Tom Kay, Stone figure.



SSAA members were devastated to learn of the
sudden death on 16th June 2014 of Iain Webster. Iain
was an extremely accomplished architect-artist, a regular 
exhibitor with SSAA, and a stalwart of the Society who had
served for many years as our Honorary Treasurer. 

At the SSAA AGM in April ‘14, Iain observed “with regret” 
in his Treasurer’s Report, that our Society had “significantly 
reduced contributions returned to charity in recent years”. 
In recognition of Iain’s observation SSAA is now planning a 
major Fund Raising Exhibition to be held in January 2015.

This will be the largest and most significant event that
SSAA has embarked upon in recent decades. The Exhibition 
is to be held in conjunction with Edinburgh College of Art 
and Edinburgh University, and will raise funds in aid of Pat-
rick Wild Centre’s research into Fragile X Syndrome.

As we will be exhibiting during “Burns’” week 2015, this may 
again give members an opportunity to experiment with 
‘themed’ works. It might then be appropriate for artists to 
start early and explore romantic and poetic themes?

It is anticipated that a number of ‘guest artists’ may also 
wish to participate in this exciting event. 
Further info:-  Stuart@trinitygrove.demon.co.uk Iain Webster, Lady at Rialto

CHARITABLE DONATIONS



SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT ARTISTS                                                                    www.ssaagallery.org.uk
An Affiliated Society of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland (RIAS) and Ligne et Couleur, Paris

Membership of the Society is open to all registered archi-
tects, retired architects and past and present students of 
architecture resident in Scotland, together with expatriates 
of the foregoing description.  The Committee of the Society 
may also elect Honorary members and affiliates.
 
Members pay an annual subscription, due on 1st January 
each year, which currently remains at £20.00, with a re-
duced rate of £10.00 for students and concessions.

If you would like to know more about membership, 
please contact the Membership Secretary:
David Cameron SSAA Membership Secretary 
4 Dovecot Road, Corstorphine, Edinburgh EH12 7LE 
Tel:  0131 539 2745 
E-mail:  david.cameron@ssaagallery.org.uk

Throughout history, architects were artists - 
and artists often became architects. Both reflected 
society - religion, politics or power,- and effectively 
became curators of cultural history. Both disciplines 
also traditionally share ambitions to create and 
communicate ideas. Both appreciate and have 
developed visual, mental and manual skills. 

As the appreciation of innovative science and 
technology inevitably grows art can sometimes 
appear squeezed out of architecture. The merit of 
proportion and juxtaposition can be hard to cham-
pion in a 21st century joust where value, investment, 
capital cost or future flexibility, is more tangible than 
elegance or beauty.

In 1935 concerned architect-artists established 
“ligne et Couleur” in France out of an earlier [1881] 
arts and crafts group who had exhibited under the 
more ambiguous name ‘lovers of nature’.  In 1958 a 
sister society established in Germany, and later 
others evolved in Poland, Italy, and Romania. 

In 1987 Edinburgh architect Hamish Haswell-Smith 
gathered together a small group of like-minded 
Scottish architect-artists and founded the SSAA with 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester as Royal Patron.

The SSAA continues to created opportunies to 
discuss and develop artistic skills for members 
throughout Scotland. Through strong links with 
‘Ligne et Couleur’, SSAA members are now regularly 
exposed to cutting edge work from Europe, and 
Scottish members in turn now regularly exhibit in 
Paris, Warsaw, Stuttgart, Venice and Verona.

SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF ARCHITECT-ARTISTS

www.ssaagallery.org.uk


